
The War on Drugs: 
Was it Necessary?

By Emma Holland



1971:
The War on 
Drugs



Anti-Drug Abuse Act (1986)

Title 21 of the United States 
Code, Sections:

● 841

● 846

● 844

● 862

was 5 G



Counter Argument:
The war on drugs was 
necessary at the time



Grassroots Anti-Drug Groups



Reverend 
Oberia 
Dempsey



The Comprehensive Drug Abuse and 
Prevention Act (1970)



Argument 1:
The War on Drugs was     

racially biased.



Lifetime Use (2014)



People
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1995



The Snowball Effect



Argument 2:
The war on drugs was 

ineffective.



Possession Vs. Sales



2017 Drug-Related Incarceration



2019 Federal Prison Population

45%





The Solutions!



Fund more SUD treatment, harm 
reduction, and education 

programs instead of incarceration



Proposition 36
Substance Abuse and Crime Prevention Act



Drug possession is NEVER a 
felony and should not be used as 

sentencing enhancement



Proposition 47
Criminal Sentences. Misdemeanor Penalties. Initiative Statute.

total felony



❏ Remove financial assistance limitations and other collateral damages for 

possession convictions

❏ No mandatory fines or mandatory minimums!

❏ Bail should be tailored to the person’s economic situation

❏ First time conviction for possession → treatment, not incarceration


